TO  THE  VERY  REV.  AND  REV.  CLERGY 


ARCHDIOCESE  OF  CINCINNATI. 


Beloved  Brethren: — 

A  variety  of  causes  having  led  to  delay  in  pre- 
paring for  the  press  a  complete  collection  of  Dioce- 
san statutes  which,  we  trust,  will  soon  be  in  your 
hands,  we  deem  it  right  to  adopt  this  mode  of  call- 
ing your  attention  to  some  matters  of  more  imme- 
diate importance.  The  necessity  for  this  course  is 
the  more  urgent  inasmuch  as  many  instructions 
given  in  Synods,  in  private  Letters  and  in  the  Sem- 
inary seem  to  have  been  either  not  sufficiently 
adverted  to,  or  to  have  passed  from  the  memories, 
especially  of  our  younger  clergy,  or  of  such  as  did 
not  understand  the  language  in  which  they  were 
conveyed. 

1st.  Then  it  is,  or  it  should  be,  known  to  all  that 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  Apostles,  see  Acts 
iv.,  v.,  vi.,  the  Canons  of  the  Church  in  General 
and  Provincial  Councils,  and  the  consent  of  the 
faithful  in  all  ages,  the  administration  of  the 
Church  property  and  the  revenues  thereof  was  con- 
fided to  bishops  "whom  the  Holy  Ghost  had  placed 
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to  rule  the  Church  of  God." — Acts  xx.  28.  Hence 
the  Deeds  of  Church  property  are  in  all  cases  to  be 
made  to  the  bishop  of  the  Diocese.  We  do  not, 
in  this,  interfere  with  the  rights  of  religious  orders 
which  are  allowed  by  their  Constitutions  to  hold 
property. 

2d.  The  Deed,  in  this  Archdiocese  is  to  be  made 
to  John  B.  Purcell,  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  his  heirs  and  assigns. 

3d.  The  Pastor  of  a  Congregation,  with  certain 
restrictions  to  be  hereafter  specified,  generally  re- 
presents the  bishop  in  the  care  and  administration 
of  the  Church  property  of  such  congregation. 

4th.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty  he  may  be 
advantageously  assisted  by  lay  counsellors  selected 
from  among  men  of  the  congregation  of  well  known 
piety,  probity,  intelligence,  prudence  and  peacea- 
bleness.  The  evils  done  the  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  times  past,  and  the  scandals  given  by 
lay-trustees,  have  caused  the  Holy  See  and  all  the 
true  friends  of  Religion  to  look  with  disfavor  on 
the  appointment  of  laymen  as  managers  of  Church 
funds.  Hence  it  is  only  when  care  has  been  taken 
to  guard  against  unreasonable  and  vain  pretensions 
and  unwarrantable  assumptions  of  authority  and 
dictation  on  their  part,  that  such  appointments  are 
allowed.  They  are  not  the  owners  or  the  control- 
lers of  ecclesiastical  property ;  they  are  not  the 
representatives  of  the  congregation,  as  has  some- 
times been  supposed,  but  simply  the  assistants  of 
the  Pastor  in  the.  care  of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the 
congregation. 

5th.  We   are   happy  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
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quiet,  orderly,  efficient  and  edifying  spirit  and  man- 
ner with  which  lay  counsellors,  wherever  employed 
in  this  Archdiocese,  cooperate  with  the  Pastor  in 
attending  to  their  duties.  We  know  not,  at  pres- 
ent, of  a  single  exception.  Wherefore,  without  ex- 
tending the  system  where  it  is  neither  necessary, 
nor  desired,  we  approve  of  it  where  it  does  exist. 

6th.  That  the  harmonious  action  of  Pastor  and 
flock  may  continue  undisturbed  to  bear  its  happy 
fruits,  we  here  repeat  the  rules  for  the  selection  of 
counsellors  as  already  established,  viz.:  that  no  one 
is  eligible  as  counsellor  unless  he  be  of  mature  age, 
(twenty-one  years);  an  Easter  Communicant,  at 
least;  have  a  seat,  or  pew,  in  the  Church;  and 
zealous,  according  to  knowledge,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  religion  and  morality.  His  nomination, 
moreover,  must  be  made,  or  approved,  by  the  Pas- 
tor. 

7th.  The  electors  must  also  be  men  of  mature 
years,  communicants,  and  seat  or  pew  holders  in 
the  Church. 

8th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pastor  to  see  that 
elections  of  counsellors,  where  such  elections  take 
place,  be  not  conducted  in  a  noisy  and  tumultuous 
manner,  like  those  of  brawling  politicians,  but 
fairly  and  calmly  and  edifyingly,  as  becomes  the 
children  of  God  and  not  of  the  world. 

9th.  He  shall  also  provide  that  the  Treasurer 
give  good  security  for  the  faithful  custody  of  the 
public  money  and  the  disbursement  thereof  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  for  such  officer  already  established ; 
that  the  Secretary  have  his  accounts,  at  all  times, 
ready  for  inspection,  in  good  order ;  and  that  those 
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and  the  counsellors,  with  himself,  take  care  that  the 
Church  property  suffer  not  for  neglect  of  repairs; 
that  it  be  insured;  and  that  everything  required 
for  the  divine  service  be  prepared  in  due  time. 

10th.  The  Pastor,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vicar,  is, 
ex  officio,  president  of  the  Board  of  Counsellors. 

11th.  Should  the  Board  or  any  member  thereof 
set  himself  against  the  Pastor,  or  refuse  to  cooper- 
ate with  him  for  the  good  of  the  congregation,  the 
matter  is  to  be  referred  to  the  bishop,  whose  action 
thereon  shall  be  final. 

12th.  The  Pastor  shall  convoke  all  meetings,  and 
none  shall  be  held  in  Church  or  School-house,  with- 
out his  permission.  Nothing  shall  be  placed,  or  dis- 
placed, in  Church,  School-house,  Parsonage,  or 
Cemetery,  without  his  consent. 

13th.  He  alone  shall  have  the  right  to  appoint 
or  dismiss  teachers,  organist,  and  sexton,  and  assign 
them  their  duties. 

14th.  He  will  select  teachers  with  the  utmost  so- 
licitude and  care,  so  that  none  but  men  of  approved 
virtue,  competent  knowledge  and  correct  deport- 
ment and  manners  may  be  entrusted  with  an  office 
next  only  to  that  of  the  sacred  ministry  itself  in 
importance  and  usefulness.  In  making  this  selec- 
tion he  will  avail  himself  of  the  advice  and  experi- 
ence of  his  brother  clergymen,  and  of  the  most  in- 
telligent members  of  his  congregation,  subjecting 
candidates  to  a  most  strict  examination  as  to  their 
capacity  and  conduct. 

15th.  The  eleventh  Decree  of  the  first  Provincial 
Council  of  Cincinnati  strictly  forbids  Pastors  and 
Clergymen  to  receive  money  on  loan,  or  deposit,  in 
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their  own  names,  or  in  that  of  the  congregation  ; 
we  renew  this  prohibition  and  reiterate  the  warning 
contained  in  former  pastoral  letters  and  enactments, 
that  the  bishop  personally  contracts  no  obligation  to 
pay  the  debts  of  priests  or  congregations.  Every 
congregation  has  to  bear  its  own  burdens,  pay  its 
own  debts  and  provide  for  its  own  wants ;  the 
property  of  the  congregation,  where  the  bishop's 
consent  has  been  received  in  writing,  being  liable 
for  its  debts. 

16th.  The  salary  of  the  first  Pastor  and  his  Vi- 
car  or  Vicars  will  be  determined  by  the  bishop. 

17th.  In  city  Churches,  where  the  first  Pastor 
and  his  assistants,  receive  each  a  salary  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  with  house  rent  free  and  coals  and 
light,  we  consider  the  high  price  of  food,  clothing, 
etc.,  requires  that  the  first  Pastor  receive  $400  and 
the  Vicar  $350. 

18th.  We  recommend  to  the  faithful,  where  the 
occasion  seems  to  call  for  it,  a  more  liberal  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  "Jura  Stolae,"  at  Mar- 
riages and  Baptisms.  Offerings  at  interments  are 
free. 

19th.  The  offering  for  a  low  Mass  should  be,  at 
least,  a  dollar. 

20th.  Where  there  is  only  one  priest  in  a  con- 
gregation, he  can  say  two  Masses  on  a  Sunday,  or 
Festival,  whenever,  by  his  not  doing  so  thirty  or 
forty  persons  would  be  deprived  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  assisting  at  the  holy  sacrifice. 

21st.  Benediction  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  may 
be  given  once  every  Sunday  and  greater  Festival, 
every  day  during  the  Octave  of   Corpus   Christi, 
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once  a  week  at  the  May  devotions,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Missions,  on  the  day  of  expiation,  if 
it  should  be  observed,  and  at  the  close  of  the  Mis- 
sion. On  such  occasions  the  order  prescribed  and 
published  in  the  ritual  must  be  strictly  followed. 
It  is  found  at  the  close  of  the  "  Acts  and  Decrees 
of  the  Third  Provincial  Council  of  Cincinnati." 

22d.  When  the  Pastor  is  unable,  from  distance, 
etc.,  to  communicate  with  the  bishop  or  Vicar 
General,  personally,  or  by  letter,  and  receive  an 
answer  in  twenty-four  hours,  he  can,  when  the  usu- 
al promises  have  been  made,  and  for  urgent  cause, 
dispense  with  the  impediments  of  disparitas  culius 
and  communionis,  taking  care,  at  his  earliest  conve- 
nience, to  report  the  marriage  to  the  bishop.  He 
can  also  absolve  persons,  when  truly  penitent,  who 
have  contracted  illicit,  but  not  invalid,  marriages. 

23d.  In  case  of  sickness  and  of  deafness  of  female 
penitents,  he  can  receive  their  confession  sine  crati- 
bus  interpositis,  and  on  the  Mission  wherever  there 
is  no  regular  Station.  There  should  be  a  confes- 
sional in  the  church  sacristy  for  the  confession  of 
women  whose  hearing  is  defective. 

24th.  The  cemetery  should  be  well  fenced,  and 
no  animals  allowed  to  pasture  or  trespass  thereon. 

25th.  Catholic  children  should  be,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, required  to  attend  none  but  Catholic  schools; 
the  greatest  diligence  should  be  used  in  thoroughly 
instructing  them  in  the  Christian  doctrine,  in  pre- 
paring them  for  their  First  Communion  and  en- 
rolling them  in  pious  Sodalities.  All  over  seven 
years  of  age  should  go  to  confession,  at  least  four 
times  a  year. 
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26th.  We  dislike  the  practice  of  admitting  child- 
ren to  the  Holy  Communion  before  they  are  twelve 
years  of  age.  We  wish  none  to  be  presented  for 
Confirmation  until  they  shall  have  made  their  first 
Communion ;  and  we  desire  that  first  communi- 
cants and  confirmands  should  have  tickets,  as  de- 
plorable consequences  are  known  to  have  resulted 
from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution. 

27th.  ISTo  traveling  clergyman  not  well  known  to 
be  in  good  standing  in  his  own  diocese,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  say  Mass  in  any  church  in  this  diocese ; 
much  less  to  preach,  or  to  hear  confessions  without 
our  special  permission. 

28th.  Pastors  should  be  religiously  exact  to  offer 
the  holy  sacrifice  for  their  flocks  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  of  obligation  ;  and  on  week  days,  when  not 
necessarily  absent  from  home;  and  to  afford  them 
all  desired  facilities  for  receiving  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ments of  Penance  and  Eucharist.  They  should 
also  be  prompt  and  full  of  zeal  in  ministering  to 
the  sick,  visiting  them  frequently,  and  suggesting 
to  them  pious  reflections  and  practices  on  the  death- 
bed. 

29th.  Special  pains  should  be  taken,  by  pas- 
tors of  souls,  in  disposing  youth  for  the  priesthood 
and  religious  communities,  when  they  can  form  a 
prudent  judgment  that  Almighty  God  may  have 
given  them  such  vocations.  The  eminent  merit 
and  great  usefulness  of  teachers  of  Catholic  schools 
should  be  often  dwelt  upon,  and  high  spiritual  in- 
ducements proposed  to  competent  persons  to  devote 
their  lives  to  these  holy  and  honorable  employ- 
ments. 
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30th.  The  support  of  the  Seminary  mainly  de- 
pends on  the  zeal  of  the  Rev.  Clergy.  They  are 
earnestly  requested  to  recommend  it  to  the  gener- 
osity of  the  faithful,  and  on  Whitsunday  to  go 
through  their  churches,  themselves,  to  take  up  the 
collection.  The  orphans,  too,  should  be  remem- 
bered, and  a  collection  taken  up  for  them  in  every 
church  in  the  diocese,  English  for  English,  and 
German  for  German,  for  many  congregations  are 
represented  by  orphans  in  our  asylums. 

31st.  The  efforts  made  by  the  enemies  of  our 
holy  Religion  to  rob  us  of  poor  and  neglected  child- 
ren, impose  on  us  special  obligations  never  to  aban- 
don the  project  of  a  reformatory  until  crowned  with 
success.  Pains  taken  and  sacrifices  made  in  this  di- 
rection will  have  the  most  consoling  results,  both 
for  time  and  eternity.  There  is  many  a  preacher 
of  heresy  and  foe  to  our  faith  who  was  once  a  little 
Catholic  boy  whom  no  one  cared  for.  The  priest 
who  finds  and  saves  such  a  forlorn  child  finds  and 
saves  a  treasure.  Let  him  be  anxiously  looked  after 
and  sent  to  one  of  our  orphan  asylums,  or  placed 
in  some  faithful  Catholic  family.  With  zeal  and 
tact  on  the  part  of  Pastors,  a  large  number  of 
poor  children  can  be  rescued  every  year  from  be- 
reaved homes,  alms-houses,  and  county  infirmaries. 

32d.  Wo  public  midnight  Christmas  Mass  or  out- 
door procession  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament,  is  al- 
lowed without  a  written  permission  of  the  Ordinary. 

33d.  The  formation  and  cherishing  of  pious  So- 
dalities of  the  Most  Holy  Sacrament,  the  Blessed 
Virgin  and  the   Bona  Mors  are  earnestly  recom 
mended  to  the  zeal  of  the  clergy. 
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34th.  They  are  affectionately  admonished  to  en- 
courage one  another  by  word  and  example,  in  the 
practice  of  sobriety,  purity,  charity,  prudence,  and 
the  other  virtues  that  should  adorn  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal state;  and  to  faithfully  make  use  of  frequent 
confession,  pious  meditations  and  reading,  study  of 
their  Theology,  avoiding  idleness  and  worldly 
amusements,  so  that  they  may  preserve  their  own 
souls  and  the  honor  of  the  holy  ministry  undenled, 
"holding  the  mystery  of  faith  in  a  pure  conscience." 
1  Tim.,  iii.,  9. 

35th.  The  Rev.  Clergy  are  requested  to  insist  on 
the  publication  of  the  Bans  of  Marriage;  and 
when  dispensed  with,  to  demand  from  the  parties 
five  dollars  for  the  Seminary.  We  will  not  allow 
this  rule,  so  often  made,  to  be  longer  neglected. 

36th.  The  Ecclesiastical  Conferences  we  desire  to 
be  faithfully  attended ;  for  we  are  resolved  not  to 
renew  faculties  to  hear  confessions  to  clergymen 
who  neglect  the  Conference.  These  Conferences 
are  to  be  held  every  three  months,  in  Cincinnati, 
Columbus,  Chillicothe,  Dayton,  Zanesville,  Steu- 
benville,  and  Minster. 

37th.  Rural  Deans  shall  be  appointed  to  pre- 
side at  these  Conferences,  when  held  out  of  the 
city;  and  they  are  required  to  remind  the  Rev. 
Clergy  of  their  Conference  or  Deanery,  of  their 
duty,  whenever  they  notice  or  hear  of  a  neglect  or 
violation  of  the  Diocesan  Statutes. 

Although  the  Statutes  have  been  delivered  to 
the  Clergy,  we  deem  it  right  to  continue  this  par- 
tial, but  useful,  summary. 
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We  believe  that  we  can  not  add  anything  to 
these  Statutes  more  agreeable  to  the  Rev.  Clergy 
than  the  obligation,  on  the  part  of  every  priest  of 
this  Diocese,  to  offer,  three  times,  the  Holy  Sacri- 
fice, for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  a  deceased  brother 
priest,  as  soon  as  convenient  after  his  decease.  "  It 
is  a  holy  and  wholesome  thought,"  etc.  2  Mach., 
xii,  46.  ' 

Your  devoted  father  in  God, 

t  JOHN"  B.  PUIICELL, 

Archbishop  of  Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati,  September  8th,  1865. 


